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70 Cases of Sudden Death. 


with black fluid blood, giving them the appearance of the deep-seated 


, forming a tumor size of a hickory nut. The enlargemen 
was greatest on the right side. The is seemed also to be tumefied, 
so that the cavity between the two li ts was destroyed, and the 
canal nearly closed by this alone. evidently complete 


obstructiong® The mucous membrane of the larynx was white, that of — 
the trachea slightly injected. ‘The surface of the tumor was white. The 


Remarks.—The proximate cause of death was sufficiently explained 
by the appearances just described. Of the remote cause I have nothing 


have performed 
was received into the Alms-house for intermitting fever. This disease 
had been arrested, and he had. nearly regained his accustomed health 


and vigor. 
Case I. Death from distension of Stomach.—An idiot, aged about 22 
(male), died February, 1840, under the following circumstances. He had 
on the day of his death, and previous'y, in good health. He was 
and and milk. The keeper was called to see him at 9, P. M., and 
found him with respiration short, and groaning with severe pain, the loca- 
tion of which he indicated was at epigastrium. ‘The abdomen was ob- 
served to be distended. Stimulants were administered and applied ex- 
ternally. He was observed to sweat profusely. Soon he became coma- 
tose, with stertorous respirati ,and died at 18, 
Examination of body the day following, P. M. Chest.—Lungs 
healthy. Heart appeared h phied. It was brought away for pre- 
servation, and on injecting with size into the upper vena cava the w 
heart was 7 chee" injected. ‘This would probably indicate, 
either that communication between the auricles had never entirely 
_ Closed, which was not 
rupture took place by the force employed in the injection. The organ 
was given away before it occurred to examine with reference to this point. 
_Query.—Could it have taken place capillary system, or 
t it denote a sudden pathological change which was concerned in the 
death of the patient ? é 
Abdomen.—On laying open the abdomen, the stomach seemed to oc- 
eupy almost the entire abdominal space. It extended, transversely, from 
one ‘ion to the other, completely concealing the liver in the 
it extended below the umbilicus. Upwards, it had 
west estimate made by those present, its capacity would 
panitic. transverse was empty and undistended, lying un- 
the enormously distended stomach. 


veins. 

Larynz.—On examination of the larynx and contiguous parts, it was 
found that the glandular adipose substance situated between the epiglot- 
tis, ths os Ayoides, and upper cornua of the thyroid cartilage, was en- : 
; hat the patient was not seen in 


been forced from the nose and mouth after death. It was observed (al- 
though it did not at the time of examination excite sufficient interest to 
lead to an investigation of the condition of the parts with a view to its 
explanation) that in com g the distended stomach with much — 
no gas was forced through the pyloric orifice into the duodenum. ‘The 
mucous membrane was healthy in a 

mal with uncoagulated venous blood. Head not 


Case III. Death from Repletion, in conjunction with Opium.—Fox, 

aged about. 50, habituated for many years to the use of ardent spirits and 
opium ; for a long time a frequent inmate of the Alms-house ; had re- 


July 9th, he was in his usual health, with the ion of some pain in 
the knee of his amputated extremity, which was arded as rheumatic, and 


fever.) He slightly Wares and 
administered by the attendant. This not producing relief, of his own 
the habit of using, and, generally, contrived to keep himsel 

with. ‘The amount taken is not known. At 10, P. «bie dietrens opm 
tinued, and the ebdomen was obeerved to be distended. His respiration 
was short, a sweat appeared, at ate, mani 
under the influence of He became comatose, 
with stertorous po bit and died at 2, A. =. 

Examination, twelve hours after Death.—Muscular system well de- 
veloped ; adipose layer under integuments over the abdomen one and 8 

inches in thickness. 

Chest.—Adhesions on both sides of the pleure ; in left:chest by nu- 
merous bands and threads, in the right by more entire union. ‘Structure 
of lungs healthy ; considerably engorged with black blood. Heart, much — 
loaded with wo Ne substance ; effusion into pericardium somewhat in- 
creased. "Right much datended. Not examined internally. 

Abdomen.—Stomach enormously distended; contained shout-@ quart 


odor. It contained a quantity » SO much di that the c 

ters were lost, with the exception of several pieces of potato. Much had 

| n | | ed at | t time, | up to | time | 

death, on the right leg ; and he was subject to occasional attacks of ery- . 

sipelatous inflammation of this extremity. For the six or eight solthe 
vious to his death, he had suffered from an affection of the inferior 

he ate very freely of unripe cherries, and at supper very heartily of corn 

mush and milk. Soon after supper he began to complain of pain at 

m, downwards | the abdomen ; and was seized 


72 Influence of Maternal Feelings—Acephalous Child, &c. 


cases 
by a y, and in others by some more direct influence which he does 
not u ke to explain. interval which elapsed between the re- 
ception of the ingesta and dissolution, together with the coma and ster- 
tor, furnish grounds for presuming that, in these cases, it was 
former of these modes. I should perhaps be much better authori 


form an opinion on this point, had, in either case, the cranium been 

opened. ‘This omision I cannot now sufficiently reget, and I fea, tha 

in presenting the cases for publication, it an excuse. The only 

apology I have to offer, is, that the were made under several 

unfavorable circumstances, and when my own ill health prevented me 

from appreciating fully the importance of extending them further, and 
g tions with more minuteness precision 


I should remark, with reference to the degree of distension of stomach 
in the third case, that in the record made at the time, the term “ enor- 
mous” only was used, without any estimation of the capacity of the or- 


and I will not venture to at it now. It was, however, much 
than in the second case. It seemed ble that in this case the in- 
ie coe co-operated with the of repletion in producing 


INFLUENCE OF MATERNAL FEELINGS—ACEPHALOUS CHILD, &c. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. : 
Sm,—lIt is generally supposed by physiologists that the imagination of 
the mother has no or ild, and I 
have ever been of this opinion. But facts alone furnish satisfactory evi- 
dence, and these facts in many cases are not well understood, especially the 
causes which produce them. I am not now dis to take up or put 
down any hypothesis in relation to this matter. we all ought to seek 
for truth. I will here relate a case. 

I was called, Jan. 22, 1841, to attend unon Mrs. H. in labor. On 
examination I found a breech presentation. On rupturing the membrane 
_ an unusual quantity of water ary Nothing further remarkable was 

discovered till the expulsion of the foetus, when, to my great surprise, I 


found that the upper part of the cranium was wanting ; there was nothing 
like a brain ; the depression or base-like portion of the skull seemed to be 
hard or callous, something like a cicatrice. All was wanting above the 


of unripe cherries with the stones, and corn meal, the characters of all 

which were wholly unchanged. Mucous membrane not altered, except- 

ing a rosy hue was observed in some portions. Colon much distended. 

Internal surfaces of large and small intestines not examined. | 
Head not opened. Arteries —On cutting down upon the femoral ar- 

tery, it was found moderately filled with uncoagulated black blood. Con- 

siderable frothy matter escaped from the nose after death. | 
Remarks.—The only account of cases Bre to the two last, which 

I recollect to have met with, is contained in Christison’s treatise on poi- 
Buffalo, Nov., 1840. 

| 


Syrup of Sarsaparilla. 


skull. There were signs of life, but no respiration; it ap like 
muscular contraction or convulsions, In other respects the child was 

And now let me ask, what could be the cause of this anomalous case? 
When I discovered the defect in the child, I kept it covered, so that no 
one knew what the matter was. Not hearing any cries from the chi 
the by-standers wished to know the cause. f told them the child was 
dead. After a few moments of recovery, the mother wished to know if 
it was a perfect child, for, said she, “1 did not expect it would be.” I 

her to relate the reason, and what she thought would be the 
trouble with it. To which she replied, “I thought there would be some- — 
thing the matter with its head, for I dressed the head of a calf last June, 
and when I took the axe to cut it open, I felt dreadfully, and thought [ ~ 
should faint or die for two or three hours.” This woman thought much 
upon the subject, and expected the child would be deficient, or cut and 
lacerated in the head. This seems to a w 


SYRUP OF SARSAPARILLA. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


i symptoms. 
The effects of this syrup on the system are laxative and alterative. 
Diluted with cold water it is pleasant to the taste, and by most children is 
taken very readily ; a consideration of some importance in the treatment 


imagination of the mother was the cause of a deformed child. 
Denmark, Me., Feb. 17, 1841. L. P. S. 
Dear Sin,—The Compound Syrup of Sarsaparilla, prepared by Dr. Cor- 
bett, of Shaker Village, in Merimack County, N. His scquiring con- 
siderable reputation in this vicinity for the cure of a variety of cutaneous 
diseases; and is also a valuable auxiliary in the treatment of functional 
disorders of the liver, scrofula and syphilis. ‘The formula of this valuable 
any medical gentleman who wishes to examine it. I have it somewhat 
extensively in my practice for the last two years, in the treatment of cu- 
particularly of children, and have had abundant reason 
to be gratified with the results. ee See 
to the chronic variety of cutaneous diseases, than to those cases whi 
years of age; for an a Sa 
1 have seen many obstinate diseases of the ski 
disappear under its use. I first gave it to my own child, 
afflicted with the chronic variety of urticaria, which, as it i | 
is characterized by hard elevations of the cuticle, of irregular forme, Hi 
a whitish centre, and diffuse redness round their margins, attended 


14 Non-restraint in the Treatment of Lunatics. 


In a few days I had the satis- 
faction of seeing this troublesome disease completely disappear. This 
induced me to prescribe it for other children, and I have since used it ina 

t many cases of a similar character, and 1 may add, in different 
species of cutaneous diseases, with almost uniform success. This syrup 
is also a valuable remedy in the treatment of those eruptions which ap- 
is. 


in seconda i Ricwarp P. J. Tenner. 
Loudon, NH, Feb. 19, 1841. 
_ Dr. Corbett’s Sarsaparilla is kept constantly for sale in Boston 
by Edward Brinley and Jose gee gy ag kept a great va- 
manner, | 


Lean Asy 


acknowledgments——gave Superintendent some opportunity to ob- 
serve and compare, and if occasion had offered, to uane by the long: 


of interests and pursuit, I cannot but 


NON-RESTRAINT IN THE TREATMENT OF LUNATICS. 3 

As the subject of using personal restraint in the treatment of lunatics is 
om Pa ga attention among medical men, we copy the following 
remarks upon it, by Luther V. Bell, M.D., Superintendent of the Mc 
—=_ who has had opportunities of witnessing the modes of 
treatment now practised in England, as well as much practical experience 
in the i institution under his care. } 
search of health, under permission ission gran 
in a manner and ied _with calling for his grateful 
prised and gratified at the extent and magnificence of many of these 
establishments, there seemed little or nothing in ssokieneoennl arrange- 
ments, or in modes of moral or medical treatment of value, which has not 
long since been transplanted to or discovered in the American institu- 
tions. The only noticeable peculiarity worth communicating would 
seem to be, the experiment commenced recently in some of the Brit- 
ish hospitals, of an entire disuse, as they consider it, of corporeal re- 
straints. At the Lincoln Lunatic Asylum, it is said in the Report of the 
Middlesex Asylum at Hanwell for 1839, that the last personal restraint 
occurred in January, 1837, and at the last-mentioned institution restrain- ; 
ing apparatus has been thrown aside since the latter part of September, : 
well, and the opportunity of conversing freel 
eubjects relating to the insane, with Dr. Conolly, the head of this exten- 
sive establishment, whose reputation as « medical philosopher and writer : 
oa mental alienation, is no less recognized on this side the Atlantic than | 
at home, and whose urbanity and attention to a with no claims 
re- 


Non-restraint in the Treatment of Lamatics. 15 


elsewhere, must soon attract attention here, and as the idea of absolutely 
discarding personal restraint has something so attractive in its very men- 
tion, I have been induced to bestow considerable reflection upon the ex- 
pediency of adopting such a universal rule at this Asylum. far at 
these two great institutions referred to, the former with about 150, and 
the latter with over 800 age, been found so suc- 


5 
2, 


County Lunatic Asylum at Hanwell,” for the year 1839 (page 47), re- 


ee , secured round the waist by a 
lock. For some who destroy the collar 
their dresses with their teeth, a leathern binding to those 
dress is found convenient. Varied contrivances are 
ble results, for keeping clothing on those who would otherwise ex 
themselves to cold at night; and warm boots fastened round the 
by a small lock instead of a button or buckle, are sometimes the means 
are in bed-clothes, 
Sons soteiomrstesdnatiamanala the sleeves terminate in a stuffed 
the thumb and fingers. But no form of 
straight-waistcoat, no ha ps, no leg-locks, nor any contrivance con- 
fining the trunk or limbs or any of the muscles, is now in use. ‘The 


attempt has been much noticed and applauded m England, and. of course 
As regards Great Britain, the encomiums ed upon this mnova- 
tion may be all deserved ;—in a country where at this moment a chain to 
each bed of at least one long dormitory may be seen at the extensive 
metropolitan hospital of St. Luke, such a discovery as puts an end to such 
barbarity may well excite applause; or at the Lincoln Asylum, where 
the number of patients under restraint was 39 of an entire number of 
. 72, in 1830; 54 of 92, in 1831; 40 of 70, in 1832; 55 of 81, in 
| 1833 ; 44 of 87, in 1834; and so on, the change must be most gratify- 
ing to every human heart. . ts 
Cho hairs, about io y im number, have Deen ogethe 
| the wards; no chair of this kind has been used for the purpose of restraint 
since the middle of August.” 
Any — familiar with the management of this, or I believe any 
| of the New-England institutions from their origin, will at once declare, if 
this is all that ic rhentt by ah Of thp 
| application of leathern mittens, waist-straps, varied contrivances for keep- 
ing on clothing, boots with locks, &:c., are considered so mild and trifling 
measures, as not to be included under the phrase of personal restramt, 
that this innovation, or experiment or improvement can never be mtro- 
duced here, for the best of all reasons, that the application of the severe 
at Hanwell, never was heard of in our 
asylums, and but a few even of the measares an 
to form no exception, have ever been found necessary here. If this is all 


16 Now-restraint in the Treatment of Lunatics. 


that is intended in the new system, our experience for years may en- 
less then is intimated in these exceptions, has 


7 h a system, perhaps without any results of conseq cake aie 
’ an uence 
Yet is adoption would ‘off the power of em ing a remedial 


that while the “die. 
and involuntary, even ian is 
hand unconsciously returns to its wonted 
leather, at once simple, free from 
an assistant? Who can doubt as 
restraint from the hands of at- 
tendants or of apparatus, in those cases of delirium-like , where the 
from his bed, where the 
associated in his blind frenzy with ene- — 
their numbers. ‘The mind may 
attentions are met only with 
How valuable in such a case is the beautiful and si 
y distinguished predecessor, 


restraining apparatus for keeping the patient covered at night, is here ob- | 
viated by the admission of heated air to the sleeping apartment when : 
necessary. For some years the average number of patients under the 
restraint of leathern mittens, has not exceeded one per cent., and often 
week after week ye without even a single instance. 
é I have no doubt this rare use might with safety be carried to a still 
extent—to that of absolute interdiction ; but how far it may be 
Gepensed with, or how far the best good of the sufferer demande its ap- 
plication, is a question of judgment to be decided in view of all the cir- 
cumstances of each case. An important rule is, that no restraint even of 
ae eee or removed except under the 
direction of an officer. This rule always been i ted in our 
code of domestic regulations. But to lay down the broad absolute rule 
of disusing all the mild forms of restraint, would not comport with the 
a I do not doubt that with the number of ac- 
grea ue in 
ter restraint, to shut up a patient disp to strike upon any sudden | 
ingle hi lary having ight edited jt blow the 
, or to place large leathern mittens on hi 
to go into a large court-yard and to walk up and 
The seclusion within a room is not considered 7 
sports referred to. Or which is least oppressive 
hoids the sullerer genuly iD Dis posiuuop On Ms bed, alic 
wearing himself out by constant efforts to rise, and allows every person to 


Disease of the Prostate Gland. 7 


leave his immediate apartment (for his disordered fancy makes cruel ene- 
mies of all) with a certainty that he is safe and comfortable. a 

Again, in some highly active forms of the suicidal ity, where no 
human vigilance can prevent the consummation of the dreadful act, 


ts, and that attempts are vain to accomplish his 
design by force. The best proof of the value of the occasional use of this 


Supervisors, and entitling them in the highest degree to the obligations of 
oy Se necessarily appertains to a great extent the 


ing circumstances. About four years ago, he first felt a more 
desire than usual to void urine, accompanied with more or less pain, and 


restraining means such as the leathern muff, at once allays the vio- 
[ence of the ity, by showing the patient that he need not be on the 
a means of vigi is mani in the e that 
of the more than six hundred and fifty patients admitted within the last 
five years, amounting to more than one-third of all the inmates during the 
only has committed suicide! I cannot here forbear to to this re- 
markable result, as one redounding to the honor of the male and female 
vention of this ad accident. ‘This result will be duly appreciated winen 
it is considered that the number of those evincing this propensity has 
sometimes amounted to a dozen, and I have never known the period 
when no instance existed. I recall also from memory no less than three 
instances within as many years, where patients have retummed home upon 
| partial convalescence or from other motives, and resorted almost imme- 
: diately to the fatal act successfully, although the friends and relatives 
were forewarned to exert their utmost vigilance by our experience. 
NEW AND SUCCESSFUL METHOD OF TREATING DISEASE OF THE 
PROSTATE GLAND. 
BY W. HENDERSON, M.D., PERTH. 
treated the complaint as gonorrheal. He shortly after that left London, 
tmued to take all sorts of medicines, known and secret, without any 
abatement of his sufferings. 
bladder, passing a drops of urine at a time, accompanied 
: neck of the bladder, which extended throughout the and wete 
Sp pisms and emissions during 
sleep, with bet end pein; constant daharg 
from the urethra ; bowels confined ; 
& sensation as if some hard substance were pressing from against 
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cul not be but it was considerable. Tine 


sal inding were continued. A we 
hes were again applied, and acted equally well. After 
sure on the sphincter ani, and desire to empty the bowel, w 
at all experienced ; and the mucous discharge from the urethr 
ting pains in and » parti at 


being quite filled bed 
g quite up wi t matter, i occurred to 
vent the patient from taking his aperient at the usual time, and his 
had not been y relieved. A similar occurrence was 
i the leeches The 
now except 
weeks, 

when I again examined the gland. It 


BOSTON, MARCH 10, 1841. 


LOWELL MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


So decisive were the legislative proceedings last week upon the petition 
of certain gentlemen for the charter of a medical por sa the city of 
Lowell, that the project has its quietus for the present es There were 
very many pertinent observations made by members of the house against 
the incorporation of another school of medicine in Massachusetts, where 
there are two already, in a prosperous condition, with ample accommoda- 
tions for all the students that will probably a themselves in any one 
season for many years to come. That, in the hands of four or five of the 
physicians of Lowell, an independent, chartered school, with authority to 
confer degrees which would be equal inthe eye of the law to those ema- 
nating from colleges nearly as old as the settlement of some of the New- 
England States, would be a convenient instrument, cannot be questioned. 
Medical institutions, however, are already numerous, and we think it 
wholly unnecessary to create an additional number. There will probably 
be no lack of persevering effort, for years to come, to accomplish an object 
so desirable to those who are the moving powers in this undertaking. 
But can it be possible that, by any system of conjuration, a charter can 
hereafter be obtained? The same objections which influenced the Gene- 
ral Court this year, must address themselves with equal force, for the 
poeet at least, to the intelligence of any succeeding legislative body. 

has been intimated that the real plan, in. the sequel, might be to remove 
the establishment into Boston to become a rival to the one in Mason street. 


application of the leeches, 1 examined the gland with the finger, through 
the rectum ; it was now greatly reduced in size, and pressure upon it 
gave very little uneasiness. Six days afterwards, the heat and pains in the 
| gland and urethra being still occasionally felt, an attempt was again made 
natural size, but pressure on still gave a little uneasiness. 
At the end of other two weeks, I again examined the gland, through the 
rectum, and a perceptible degree of tenderness still remaining when pres- 
sure was made upon the right lobe, one leech was once more applied upon 
it, which, after a little manceuvring, acted well. From that time the pe- 
tient has continued well.— Lancet. 
BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 
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This is too hypothetical to gain-much credit. By crying out ‘ 
a clique, a leech is gorging itself with the life-blood of the public, and ike 
poor are made the dupes of the rich, sympathy is readily enlisted on the 
side of what is called oppressed humanity. How is it possible, however, 
in this case, to make a like apology for asking a special favor of the State ? 
The Berkshire school is supposed by some to have had its origin in this 
kind of spirit-moving argument—and so was Amherst College chartered 
by raising a breeze about the grasping character of Harvard, and the re- 
moteness of Williams, Colleges. 

For those who have been personally active in this matter, we entertain 
‘no feelings of hostility. They are certainly men of great respectability, 
and entitled to perfect confidence as eminent and successful practitioners. 
Nor are they to be blamed for manifesting an enterprising spirit in this or 
any other measure. Their re ntations have been characterized by fair- 
ness, and nothing has been to our knowledge, with a view to steal- 
ing a march upon their opponents. When the Council of the Massachu- 
setts Medical Society was in session, Dr. Bartlett addressed that body in a 
candid manner, though his plea did not convince all the fellows present 
of the propriety of acquiescing in the prayer of the petitioners. 

As we have already intimated, these defeated petitioners will not relin- 

uish the hope of achieving a victory hereafter. Another winter will 
ow an accumulation to the catalogue of names—asking for what they 
will declare to be aqua! rights and equal privileges. When the Medical 
Society comes erat the approaching anniversary, a warm debate 
is foreseen by t who know best the mode of striking the a 
priate strings. While some contend that the action of the Counsellors does 
not represent the sentiments of the Society, others maintain that it is their 
eee business to speak for the whole fraternity. With these diversi- 
notions, it is oe certain that we are destined to hear very much 
more of the Lowell Medical College. | 

The following is the Reply of the Counsellors of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society to a communication from the Committee of the Legisla- 
ture, calling on them to show cause, if any, why the prayer of the peti- 
 tioners should not be 

The Committee on Education of the House of mepeearanines having 
requested the Counsellors of the Massachusetts Medical Society “to 
give their objections, if any, to the granting of the petition now before 
that Committee for the incorporation of a medical institution at Lowell,” 
the Counsellors beg leave to make the following reply to, that committee. 

At a meeting of the Counsellors on the first Wednesday in February, a 
notice was given them from the Committee on Education of the petition 
for a medical at the Counsellors then thought it 
sufficient to suggest the importance ving r guards placed about 
any institution which asked for the ssisilage. of soolmoe medical de- 
grees, and they abstained from engaging in the consideration of the ex- 
pediency of forming the institution proposed. Under this renewed appli- 
cation to them, the Counsellors conceive that the Committee wishes to as- 
certain their views on that point, and that it is their duty to give them. 
They therefore submit the wing opinions and iderations to the 
Committee. 

The Counsellors think it obvious that the public good, rather than the 
private interest of individuals, ought to decide all questions relating to the 
general subject of medical education. It is the interest of the public that 


Lowell Medical College. SE: 


of the health and lives of 
their fellow men, s have undergone most thorough education, 
which the circumstances of our community will permit, and should be 
faithfully examined in — to their attainments. The Counsellors 
believe that a thorough medical education, which shall qualify young men 
to enter on practice at the expiration of their pupilage, can be best conducted 
in those situations, where pupils enjoy opportunities of forming a personal 
and practical acquaintance with the anatomy of the human body, and with 
medical and surgical practice in all its branches. Such opportunities, as 
connected with medical schools, are to be found only in cities, which 

sess extensive and well-endowed hospitals, together with ample buildings 
aod apparatusfor the demonstration of all the branches of medical science ;. 
and there is not pomeety any instance, in which a medical school has 
become eminently flourishing or useful, without establishments and facili- 
ties of this sort. 

The Counsellors are of opinion that the medical school now existi 
in Boston, possesses abundant facilities of the kind above menti 
From what they know of the time and labor expended by the professors 
of that school on the various branches of medical science, and also of the 
ability and faithfulness of those professors, in addition to the local advan- 
tages of the institution, they are inclined to believe that the course of in- 
struction in that school, considered as a whole, is superior to that of any 
medical school in New England, and —_ to that of any in the United 
States. In a city like Boston there will be no difficulty, at any future 
time, in finding resident physicians and surgeons, not only competent on 
the score of learning, but also qualified by experience and practice, to 
form correct judgments in the branches to be taught, and who will be 
willing to give their time to the business of instruction. The probability, 
at least, of finding such must always be greater, the larger the town or 
we which they are to be sought. 

New England the number of medical schools is already two or three 
times greater than in any corresponding amount of population in the 
United States. In consequence of the excess of competition thus pro- 
duced, few of these schools are flourishing, some of them are languishing, 
and others virtually extinct. If schools are still to be multiplied, especial 
in the neighborhood of each other, it will tend to enfeeble and degrade 
the office of medical teaching, and render it difficult to engage the ser- 
vices of persons duly qualified to fill its departments. , 

The Counsellors do not perceive, either in the situation or advantages — 
- of Lowell, any peculiar fitness in that city for becoming the seat of a 
medical institution, which maymot be found, nearly in the same degree, 
in the other large towns in the Commonwealth. And, if the expediency 
of multiplying schools be once admitted, they fear that an unworthy spirit 
of competition would soon be engendered, which would tend, not to educate 
better physicians, but to attract more students by lowering the amount of 
requisitions required from them, preparatory to entering practice. The 
Counsellors are therefore fully of opinion that the public good, which re- 

uires that physicians should be well educated, would be injured, rather 
than a ss by the incorporation of a medical school at Lowell. | 
Sj Rurvs Wyman, President. 

igned, Gro. W. Onis, Bec. 

The foregoing Reply was adopted by the Counsellors, yeas 17, nay$, 9- 
The professors of Harvard University, four of whom: wese present, were, 


‘ 
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at their own request, excused from voting. Dr. Bartlett, also, one of the 
petitioners, was excused. Another of petitioners who was present 
voted among the nays. 

After a short debate, it was voted that the foregoing Reply to the Com- 
mittee be signed by the names of the President and Recording Secretary, 
against which measure Drs. Strong, Walker and Choate entered their 


protest. 


Pro, of Dental Science-—The 9th and 10th No. of the Journal of 
Denta! Science, embracing January and February, is before us—and we: 
have no hesitation in recommending it to non-professional as well as pro-- 
fessional readers. It is filled with articles of exceeding value, collected 
from sources entitled to perfect confidence. There is no imposition per- 
taining to this publication. Dr. Brown’s introductory discourse, under the 
caption of information, c., should be read by medical men. With the 
present indications, the American dentists will have a position assigned 
them by general consent, flattering to their efforts to raise their profession 


_ to the dignity of a science. 


Hanwell Insane Institution.—Mr. George Combe, of Edinburgh, to 
whom we are under many obligations, has kindly forwarded Dr. Conolly’s 
Report. It is a statistical account of the Asylum for poor lunatics, about. 
two miles from London. Dr. Conolly was at first an associate editor of 
the British and Foreign Medical Review, with Dr. Forbes, and relin- 

uished that field for the one in which he is now to be found. We con- 
that in Dr. Woodward’s and Dr. Bell’s reports we take a deeper in- 
terest. In all their generalizations, they excel the author of the Hanwell 


report. 


ors.—Dr. Bowditch has issued a convenient 32mo. pamphlet, 
extracted chiefly from the Medical Almanac, giving an account of the 
utility of the respirator, and by two drawings showing the mode of applying 
the instrument. They are now very generally worn by persons laboring 
under irritable affections of the lungs, and we know of no greater com- 
fort to a poor lung-diseased invalid. Dr. Bowditch has all sizes and pat- 
terns of respirators, and at all prices, so that those in the humblest circum- 
stances may reap the advantages of this important discovery. 


The Medical Almanac.—It must be gratifying to the publishers to find 
that the volume of this useful medical directory for the present year is so 
well received in every part of the country where it has been circulated. 
Physicians can order copies by mail, even from the Canadas, with an as- 
surance of receiving them without failure. By looking at the advertise- 
ment, it will be seen that several forms of binding have been adopted, but 
the most convenient to practitioners is the pocket-book form. 


Geneva College.—On the 26th of January 34 students of medicine re- 
ceived the degree of Doctor of Medicine. By a paper having the intel- 
ligence, from that section of New York, we learn that the medical depart- 
ment is exceedingly prosperous. About 130 students were in 


. 
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at the lectures. This is certainly a greater number than have been ma- 
triculated in some of the old metropolitan institutions the present winter. 
It will be that severe ere, made 
ago upon the incompetency, mismanagement, &c., of some ly, 
but such patronage shows that there was either a gross mistake made by 
some one, or a wilful misrepresentation for the purpose of i ing the 
public mind against the professors. 


Pennsyloania Medical College—On the 2d of March 42 gentlemen re- 

ceived the degree of Doctor of Medicine at the above iautianben. The 

beret graduates in Philadelphia the present spring promises to be 
Tge. 


te Bowen’s case of Tetanus was received too late 

wee 
No. 4, of Vol. XII. of this Journal, which has been for some time out of 

has been re-printed, and may now be obtained at this office. Sets of the 

can be furnished as far back as to Vol. VI., at a liberal discount. 


of the throat, 1—intemperance, 1—im 

— of the 1—hemorrhage of the lungs, in the bowels, 1—bdilioas 


REGISTER OF THE WEATHER, 
Kept at the State Lunatic Hospital, Worcester, Ms. Lat. 42° 19 49”. Elevation 483 ft. 


THERM. 

al) Wind,|| Weather, 
ld 2,P.m.j| 2, 
21} 98.96} 29.08} 29 NW Fair 
'29.51/29.58/ 29.59]; N W Fair 

$2) 29.49|' N W Fair 
33/ | 29.32/| 29.33) 39 NW Fair 
29; | 29.48, 29.49] 29.50 N Fair 
30 58/29.6]/29.661| N W Fair 
| 55|29.40' 39.33] N E Cloudy 
125) | 29.08) 29.09, 29.11)| N W Fair 

1| 18} |29.23) 29.22/29.21)| N W Fair 
i71| NW Fair 

16/1/20. 02! 29. 02 10! NW Pair 
90.94 NW Fair 
11} |29.05| 29.08);29.13|| N W Fair 
29.16/29. W Pair 
22] | 29. 16; 29.20/29.30; N Snow 
46) 29.40 N Fair 

29.01/28.86/ 28.8911 8 W Fair 
8 W Fair 
8 W Fair 
29.10} 29.03) 29.00 N Fair 

19] |28.67 28.75/29. N Fair 

1] N Fair 

29.57/29 sw Fair 

29 29.48 § 8 Fair 
294|29.00 SE Raia 


fallen. The extremes of thermometer 
ter, 28.62 and 29.61. Rain fell 1.23 inch; snow, 15 inches. 


he 
5 


1041. 
Feb. Remarks. 
Snow commenced at half past 2. 9 in. fell. 
on. et past 2. 
Wed. Snow equall—high wind. 
Thur. 
. Total eclipse of moon. 
11/Thur. 
12) Frid. ‘Thermometer 4° below zero at 6 A. M. 
13/Satur. 
16| Tues. 
17| Wed. Three inches of snow. 
High wind. 
21/8un. 
22|Mon. 
23; Tues. ne Barom. 28.63 at 11 A. M. 
24;Wed. Thermometer 4° at 6 P. M. 
25 |Thur. Thermometer 4° at 6 P. M. 
26) Frid. Halo around the moon. 
Ciao, may be obaloed the Price, for the single truss, 4; double, $7. v0 pos 
siciane purchase to sell again. March 10. 


TREMONT-STREET MEDICAL SCHOOL. 
annaal instructions of the Tremont-street will commence on 
the frat day of September, consisting of lectures and the branches of pro- 


84 Medical Advertisements. 
‘Tas 


course of Lectures on the Principles and Practice of Surgery, including diseases of nye. ty 
Ear, by Dr. Reynolds. This course consists of one hundred lectures, and is continued nine months 
the Stated examinations the above 


and private examinations, if desired, of the qreteating am, 


Lectures and Examinations in Physiol Pathology, with a distinct course upon Auscultation, 
by Dr. Holmes, who will alee deliver, i time permits « of Lectures on Surgical Auatomy der: 
ter. 
gy > Midwifery Diseases of Women, and weekly examinations on the 
same branches and on Chemistry, by Dr. Storer. The above course is mani- 
pulations with the have been made to provide the pupils with obstetric cases 
@s often as may be necessary to them with this branch of practice. 
The departments of of Medicine, and Materia Medica,are under the 
tendence uf Dr. Bigelow—who will visit the Hospital with the pupils, for 
and clinical ins The exploration of the chest in diseases of the thoracic is 
Practical A has al il provision is mede 
natom ways a 
for permanent supply from "November Apri.” wil aval thomeciven 
occasi —— to show pupils interesting cases in private practice—and 
Surgery Pp upils may attend dailyon the practice of the o 


JACOB BIGELOW 
Boston, June 94, 1840. lmeop6m 
"hes OLIVER W. HOLMES. 


TO MEDICAL STUDENTS. 


SPRING — OF LECTURES AT THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, 
NEW YORK. 
Ax Association has been formed, 
© course of instruction, which its hope may profitably occupy a portion of their time during the 
ng 


Lectures will be delivered at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, in Crosby street, on the fol- 
owing subjects :— 


On the Path Agscultation J. A. Swerr, M.D., Lecturer on 
Dincace ofthe Ghent wil be fly 

Oo One Club-feet and ip, M.D. 

On the diseases of the 


‘On the disceses of the E WC. ork Hye lntrmary 
e 1 le 
instruction oa te 


Uterus and its by C. R. Gitman, M.D., Lecturer on Obstetrics 
the diseases of Wowmen and in the College of Ph 
on Operative Surgery, by ty W. Panxer, M.D., Professor of » College of Physicians and 


On the Anatomy of the Nervous by Jamzs Quackensoss, M.D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
On Surgical ty M.D., Professor of Anatomy, College of Physicians sad 


hae ge will the first M in A 


0 i ing the great ad which Nev York, by 

cal education, particularly to vent ew 
her superior and by the ronsequent and variety ef diecsses which ave mes with in 
Hospitals, Alms-house and Dispensaries, offers to the student of practical medicine and surgery, the 
to ti ered, within the ach of all whe qos 

nstruction o w reach who are 
New York, Feb. 10th, M 3S— 
ABDOMINAL 

Da. Haynes’s instrument, which is recommended by 
the Medical Journal oilice. with perineal strap, ety ee pene 
publisher, No. 184 Washington street, physicians may be read — 


rosby, Crosby, 


THE BOSTO 
RP. CLAPP, JR., at ” Washington St., corner of lin St., to 
t 


—as 
A course Lectures and Examinations on Anatomy, in September and October, by Dr. Reynolds, 
Te OC LUT Ci i he Medical College. 
» Massac Feneral nfl 
"Genveniens ht and are the instructers. 
volumes each year. J. V.C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. | 
ance. Orders from a distance must ment vance of aatiafactory reier- 
ence. Postage the came as for a newspaper. 


